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It is a four-row unreinforced concrete filled arch bridge with a length of 54.90m and an arch span of
14.00m. Completed in 1938 (Showa era 13). In order to increase its strength, it was constructed as
a multi-arch bridge, and a concrete wall was built over the arches and filled with earth and sand.
The structure is resistant to cracking even when heavy trains cross, and is easy to maintain by
replenishing with earth and sand.
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The appeal of arch bridges is their functional beauty. Stone arch bridges were introduced to
Japan in the early Edo period. In Kyushu, which is rich in stone materials, a group with
bridge-building techniques was born and left arch bridges behind. Since then, concrete arch
bridges made of strong materials have been frequently used as heavy railway bridges, and are
still in use in Toho Village even after the transition to BRT.
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Hoshuyama Bridge (Narao Glasses Bridge)
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It is a five-row unreinforced concrete filled arch bridge that was completed in 1938 (Showa
13) with a length of 71.20 m and an arch span of 14.00 m. The unreinforced concrete
structure, which does not rely on aggregates such as reinforcing bars, is thought to be
influenced by the period when iron materials were in short supply.
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The Houshuyama Bridge is the longest spectacle bridge in the village and is known for its
spectacular scenery of five arches. If you measure the span, which indicates the size of the
arch, you will see that it is built with an arch of the same size as the nearby Dai-Gyoji Bridge
and Kurikino Bridge.
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Kurikino Bridge (Kongouno Glasses Bridge)
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It is a 5-row unreinforced concrete filled arch bridge with a length of 71.20m and an arch span of
14.00m. Completed in 1938 (Showa era 13). Along with two nearby arch bridges, it has been
certified as a modern industrial heritage site by the Ministry of Economy, Trade and Industry as one
of the “coal transport and trade-related heritage sites from the Chikuho coalfield.” Before the
introduction of BRT, the Hitahikoyama Line was built with the primary purpose of transporting coal
from the Chikuho coalfields.

HOSHUYAMA
HISTORICAL TRAIL

ESHEHHREDE

e IR R IEN




INOQ9
EARFERL (FHEE)) T
450x0600

ZIL=Eaik+>—bm77 (UVEILTIY—

450

TOHO VILLAGE

KDEDE&L52D&ES(CTAZS>DHHLRIEL)

EARAFRBR cnsonnaim)
Kurikino Bridge (Kongouno Glasses Bridge)
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Due to heavy rains in northern Kyushu in July 2017, the approximately 29km stretch between
Soeda Station to Yaake Station on the JR Hitahikoysan Line was damaged at 63 locations and was
disrupted. It became difficult to restore the entire line as a railway, and the 14km stretch between
Hikosan Station to Hosuyama Station was opened on August 28, 2020 as the BRT-only line “BRT
Hikoboshi Line.” The concrete arch bridge also continues to be in active use.
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Amida-do hall
and
Hokyointou carved into the cliff
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The origin of this Amida-do Hall is said to be that it was built as a memorial service for the
vassals of the Hosuyama family, who were the land chiefs of Hosuyama Village in the medieval
period. Since then, it has been rebuilt several times and is still standing today. On the bedrock
behind the precincts, you can see the Hokyointou carved from the cliffs at the end of the
Nanbokucho period.
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